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Contact Us 

 
Office Address 

1001 Chestnut Street 
Suite 101 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 
 

Email 
info@samelimucharity.org 

 
 

Visit our website as we 
share more insights and 
interactions with the 

children. 

 

You can also follow us 
on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter. 
 

The Kenya National Examination Council administers national exams to students 
after completing primary and secondary education – the Kenya Certificate of 
Primary Education (KCPE) and the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education 
(KCSE).  The SAM Elimu primary and secondary students took the 2021 KCPE and 
KCSE, respectively, in March and will sit for the 2022 exams in December.  

SAM Elimu Foundation Staff 
The SAM Elimu Foundation is excited to announce that Peter Kimathi, a SAM Elimu 
alumnus, has joined the team in the Students’ Empowerment and Development 
office.  He will be implementing mentorship and empowerment programs while 
Seletian Kitonga (also a SAM Elimu alumnus) continues to focus on scholarship 
facilitation and academic support. Peter and Seletian’s roles are crucial in helping 
SAM Elimu meet its goal to graduating educated, empowered, responsible, and 
productive citizens.  

Scholarships 

High School  
Current Students 
We met with our 15 high school students, and their guardians, and discussed 
their academic performance based on their three-term results. The Kenya 
University and Colleges Central Placement Services (KUCCPS) was in attendance 
to assist the students with subject selection 
based on their career aspirations. The SAM 
Elimu staff continues to mentor and work with 

individual students to help them excel not only in academics, but also in 
life skills.  

New Beneficiaries  
SAM Elimu enrolled 15 new high school students into the program.  We 
partnered with nine high performing schools in Isiolo, Laikipia, Meru, and 
Samburu counties to help designate students who meet SAM Elimu’s 
criteria. We also conducted home visits as part of the selection process.  
The new students, and their guardians, attended an induction meeting 
where we detailed our expectations of the students and guardians. KUCCPS 
attended the meeting and helped the students choose course subjects that 
corresponds with their proposed careers. 

SAM Elimu high school students discussing 
their third-term results. 
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Tertiary 
All tertiary students are required to submit a written report at the end of the 
term describing their studies in order to receive funding for the next term.  
The students’ reports have significantly improved over the past year thanks 
to their work with the SAM Elimu editing team. This improvement in written 
communication is also reflected in students’ emails and texts. 
 

We visited 48 students in their respective tertiary institutions.  We also met 
with the deans and heads of departments regarding the students’ progress. 
These visits will ensure high retention and graduation rates as any challenges 
are detected and solved early. 
 
Monthly Conversations 
Each month Dr. Linneman shares YouTube videos that address a selected topic 
and then discusses them in a Zoom call.  The topics discussed are wide 
ranging. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAM Elimu high school students attending the new student induction meeting. 

Impact 

 

SAM Elimu is supporting 
136 children directly. 

 

The LEWA Education 
program is working with 
51 children funded by 

SAM Elimu. 
 

SAM Elimu  
by the Numbers 

Level Students 
Primary 11 
High 
School 

30 

Tertiary 95 

Total 136 
Alumni 122 

LEWA 51 

TOTAL 309 

 

SAM Elimu tertiary students at Kirinyaga University (left) and the Regional Centre for Mapping Resources (right). 
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Program Development 

Benchmarking  
SAM Elimu has benchmarked with similar organizations Akili 
Dada, Daraja Academy, Equity Foundation, Lewa Education 
Program, and Asante Africa to adopt best practices to 
increase our efficiency and effectiveness. Benchmarking with 
these organizations will also assist us in improving our 
mentorship in terms of content delivery and information 
capturing and monitoring. 

 
 
Mentorship and Economic Empowerment Curriculum Development 
We held a three-day meeting of structured brainstorming with the aim of developing our mentorship and 
economic empowerment curriculum.  This was guided by our two main strategic themes of quality education 
and student enrichment and development.  Most of the participants were SAM Elimu staff, students, and 
alumni.  The meeting also included education partners who have experience working with and educating 
youth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internships 
We secured internships for five students through partnership and corporate institutions. These institutions 
include Governors’ Camp and the SAM Elimu offices. 

SAM Elimu team with the Akili Dada staff. 

SAM Elimu members working to develop our mentorship and economic empowerment curriculum. 

Joshua at Governors’ Camp Damaris at SAM Elimu offices 
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Tell us about yourself. I graduated from Masinde 
Muliro University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Economics. I have been working for the Northern 
Rangelands Trust as a senior intern involved in 
logistics, inventory records, donor reports, and 
rangers’ welfare for the past 18 months. I am also a 
gender equality enthusiast who is representing 
Laikipia County in a youth group advocating for 
gender equality in Kenya. 

When did you join SAM Elimu? 2015  

What has been your journey with SAM Elimu? My 
journey with SAM Elimu started in 2015, when Dr. 
Linneman and his friends visited Lewa. I joined the 
program at a time when I had almost lost hope. I was 
so frustrated then because I had qualified to join 
university and had an admission letter, but unable to 
afford tuition. Dr. Linneman and Faith intervened, 
and I was able to join SAM Elimu. Dr. Linneman’s visit 
instilled knowledge and ideas I couldn’t have gained 
otherwise. He is always accompanied by friends who 
guide us and give us a self-reflection to keep us 
moving even in the most difficult moments. 

How would life be if you were not supported? It 
would have been difficult because the cost of 
schooling in Kenya, especially tertiary level, is 
expensive. Considering that we are a household of 
more than 10 people we couldn’t have afforded my 
schooling. I would have been herding or doing some 
casual jobs to sustain myself and family. 

What is your life after university? After I completed 
my tertiary level, it was the most difficult time in my 
life. Everybody in the village expected me to be 
successful in life after school, which most often is not 

the case. I applied for every available job to ensure I 
got something on the table. I started the hard way by 
doing casual jobs, digging trenches, escorting animals 
on foot for a pay, and tilling people’s farms before I 
finally secured the job at Northern Rangelands Trust. 
I also pushed for gender equality in my work with the 
Youth Anti FGM Network Kenya (YANK).  My journey 
taught me that I need to keep believing in myself and 
the journey.  

Parting shots.  I would like to thank SAM Elimu for 
giving me, and many other children, a chance to 
brighten our future. This is a choice to make a 
difference in our lives and our society. I would like to 
urge Dr. Linneman, his friends, donors, and any other 
well-wishers to continue to support SAM Elimu 
because it is touching and making positive changes in 
our lives. 

 

Alumni Spotlight 

Interview with Harrison Lekerio 


